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C .» Wha t is th e Political Composition and Strength of jhe M ew Government? 

2* What i s the extent of the support for the new go v ernment in the 
armed force s and national police? : 

Although the Indonesian Air 'Fore© has' maintained a gfAerally neutral 

position in national politics, it is . believed that the Chief of Staff and some 


other senior Air Force officers are favorably disposed toward the new leftist 
government and might have given at least tacit support to its formation;. How- 
ever, the majority of the Air Force personnel are subject to the leadership of 
junior staff officers who, strongly resisting the laissez-faire policies of the 
Chief of Staff, oppose Communist and prc-Communi st infiltration into the Air 
Force end advocate its reorganization and modernization* 

There is a possibility that these junior' Air Force officers;; together 
with the "17 October" reformist group in the Army and possibly some Navy 
elements, will succeed in organizing a military coup to take over the govern- 
ment before the present leftist trend develops much further* However, the 
necessary too level leadership for such a coup is not yet in evidence*" 

i 

3 o To what extent does the new government enhance the ability of the 
Communists t o i nfluence policy? What is the Communist strength or 
ability to influence policy and action irTTheTTeadcr sh ip of the 
armed forces and th o national police force? 

There are, and were before the establishment of the new government. 
Communists in key positions in the Ministry of Defense and in the Air Force,,. 


There also continue to be others present who, though n^oba^Jy more nations 
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than Communist , fail to see the danger of cooperating with Casamunists either 
within the Air Force or at the Government level,. Principal among those in 
thu Air Force haloing t-ms view is the Chief of Staff who is a socialist out 
is believer, to ba influenced politically by his wife who; is an avowed Coiwaunist, 
Prlor 10 tne establishment of the new government* the *uiti«Ccaaranist, reformist 
group o.i junior Air -force officers appeared to ba gaining effective control of 
t-he Air Force* bur, continuing instability throughout the armed forces and the 
government us a whole tended to reduce Air Force norale and to o’*© vi.de 
opportunities for further Communist infiltrating* The strongly leftist orien- 
tation of the new Minister of Defense and of the Cabinet as & whole makes it 
appeal* certain that the reformist group will be eliminated fraa positions of 
influence and that, accordingly, Ccamunist strength will be progressively 
enhanced: 
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